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Neilgherry Hills, three, five, or seven men are chosen to walk The fire-
through the fire at the festival; and before they perform the cTdeYtTa
ceremony they pour into an adjacent stream milk from cows libation of
which have calved for the first time during the year.    A foji
general feast follows the performance of the rite, and next ploughi
day the land is ploughed and sown for the first time that sowing.
season.    At Jakkaneri, another place of the Badagas in the
Neilgherry Hills, the passage through the fire at the festival
" seems  to have originally had some connection with agri-
cultural prospects, as   a young bull   is  made  to go partly
across the fire-pit before the other devotees, and the owners
of young cows which have had their first calves during the
year take precedence of others in the ceremony, and bring
offerings  of   milk, which   are   sprinkled  over   the  burning
embers."1     According   to  another   account   the  ceremony
among the Badagas was performed every second year at a
harvest festival, and the performers were a set of degenerate
Brahmans called Haruvarus, who " used to walk on burning
coals with bare feet, pretending that the god they worshipped
could allay the heat and make fire like cold water to them.
As they only remained a few seconds, however, on the, coals,
it was impossible that they could receive much Injury."2

In Japan the fire-walk is performed as a religious rite The &Q-
twice a year at a temple in the Kanda quarter of Tokio. japan.
One of the performances takes place in September. It was
witnessed in the year 1903 by the wife of an American naval
officer, who has described it. In a court of the temple a bed
of charcoal about six yards long, two yards wide, and two
feet deep was laid down and covered with a deep layer of
straw. Being ignited, the straw blazed up, and when the
flames had died down the bed of hot charcoal was fanned
by attendants into a red glow. Priests dressed in robes of
white cotton then walked round the fire, striking sparks from
flint and steel and carrying trays full of salt. When mats
had been laid down at the two ends of the fire and salt
poured on them, the priests rubbed their bare feet twice in
the salt and then walked calmly down the middle of the fire.
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